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Governmental Ral ationsCommittee
Meeting of February 5, 2001

Committee  EvonneSeron Schulze, ViceChair Other Commissioner spresent
memberspresent  PhillipJ. Forhan Kyo*Paul” Jhin
Robert A. Hanff VemaMontoya
Lancelzumi RaphPesguera
GuillermoRodriguez, Jr. Kyhl Smeby
Alan S. Arkatov, ex officio MelindaG. Wilson
Carol Chandler, exofficio
Committee
member absent HowardWelinsky, Chair
Calltoorder  ViceChair Schulze caled the meeting of the February 5, 2001 meeting of the Cdlifornia
Postsecondary Education Commission Governmental Relations Committeeto order at
10:24 am. inthe University of Southern California, Davidson Executive Conference
Center, Embassy Room, 3415 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California. She
noted that all members of the committee but Committee Chair Welinsky were present.
Approval  Vice Chair Schulze asked for amotion to approve the minutesfor the December 11,

of theminutes

2000 committee meeting. A motion was so made, seconded, and the committee voted
without dissent to approve the minutes as submitted.

A Blueprint for
Progress: 2001-02
L egislativeand
Budget Priorities
for theCommission

Vice Chair Schulze called upon staff member Marge Chisholm to present the
Commission’sLegidativeand Budget Priorities Report and to provide an overview of
how Commission staff employsthisreport initswork throughout the year.

Ms. Chisholm said the Blueprint for Progressreport presentsthe 2001-02 legidative
and budget prioritiesfor the Commission and that it was being presented for action.
Shesaidtheannual legidative and budget prioritiesdocument, together with other posi-
tions adopted by the Commissionin reportslike Providing for Progress, guides staff
during thelegidative and budget discussionsof theyear. She noted that some 25 per-
cent of the current legidl ative membership are new to those el ected positions. Inthat
environment, she said it isimportant for Commission staff to be ableto provide mem-
bersand their staff with quality information and sound advice.
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Ms. Chisholm reiterated that staff believes, and the Blueprint for Progressreflects, that
access, affordability, and accountability arethe primary principles necessary to guide
higher education policy inthe Cdlifornia. AstheLegidatureand Administration consider
proposa sduring theyear to addresshigher education, staff will makethe Commission’s
viewsknown. Sheprovided examplesof thetools, such asthe L egidative Handbooks,
staff usesto assist legislators and their staff. It includes many helpful Commission
Factsheets on higher education. Staff also provideseach legidator withalL egidative
Profile containing many education-rel ated facts— such asthe number of high school
graduates attending college— about thelegidator’ sdigtrict.

Commissionersdiscussed the effectiveness of these Commission toolsand waysinwhich
they could be augmented with information likethe cost of CaliforniaCommunity Col-
leges compared to other states. In responseto acomment by Commissioner Wilson,
Executive Director Fox said the Commission remains attentive to theissue of educa
tional equity and itisreflected throughout itsmaterids. Vice Chair Schulzeurged Saff to
look at the Commission’ smaterial sfrom the point of view of legidatorsand their staff
members. Chair Arkatov recommended making theseindividua materialsaccessible
viathe Commission Website. Vice Chair Schulze noted the effort to poll Commission-
erstoidentify any legidatorsknown well by one or more Commission members.

Ms. Chisholm reviewed the Condition of Higher Education report that isalso used by
staff during legidative contacts. She said the governmenta relationsunit also distributes
copies of the Guide to Colleges and Universities, 2000. These materials are also
availableviathe Commission Website,

Ms. Chisholm said staff wasin the process of developing aCommission Day at the
Legidaurein April inorder for Commissionersto meet directly with legidativemembers
and staff. Shesaid the Governmental Relations Committeewould meetin March, asit
doesannually, between regularly scheduled Commission meetingsto address pending
legidation for the upcoming session. She said staff would providethe committeewitha
matrix of billsand recommended positionsfor discussion.

ViceChair Schulze said that it was planned to hold the Commission Legidative Day in
conjunction with theregular April meeting. She said Commissionersshould provide
staff with legidative contact names. Commissioner M ontoyareported that the Univer-
sty of Cdifornia sLegidative Day at the Capitol would beon March 6.

Commisson Chair Arkatov said theintent isto gather informationfromal higher educa
tion systems about such legidlative contact daysin order that the Commission might
ass & them beforehand on mattersof common ground. He noted that Cathy Y ounger, a
member of the CaliforniaCommunity Colleges Board of Governorsand dternate mem-
ber of the Commission, was present.

Commissioner Pesqueira proposed that Commission members meet year-round with
membersof the Legidature. Hesaid thiscouldinvolveindividud memberseachtimethe
Commissonmeetsin Sacramento. Vice Chair Schulzeemphasized thet the Commisson's
message should remain consistent acrossall such contacts and that Commission mem-
bers should be at the Capitol as often aspossible.
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Commissioner Forhan reported that Governor Davis had recently appointed Antonia
Hernandez to the Board of Governors. Ms. Hernandez is President and Genera Coun-
s of theMexican American Legal Defense Fund (MALDEF).

Commissioner Rodriguez said legid ative staff and committee consultants should not be
overlooked during Commission contacts. He said members and consultants should
continueto beinvited to the Commission’ smeetingsto discuss pending legidation.

Vice Chair Schulze asked for and received a motion to approve the Blueprint for
Progress. It was seconded and passed without dissent.

Federal update,
February 2001

Vice Chair Schulze called on Commission staff member Karl Engelbach to givethe
federal update. Hereported that the gppropriation bill for federal fiscal year 2001 had
beensignedintoto law. President Bush was scheduled to release detailsof hiseduca-
tion budget proposalsfor 2002. He said there was concern about the impact of the
President’ sproposed tax cut on future discretionary education spending. Hereported
on the configuration and committee assgnmentsin the new Congress, including repre-
sentation by Cdlifornians. Hereported that 32 Cdiforniahigher educationinstitutions,
mostly community colleges, receive federal grantsthat range between $300,000 to
$450,000 under the federal Hispanic-serving ingtitution program.

Mr. Engelbach noted that, at the December meeting, Commissi onersexpressed interest
in passing aresolution or recommendation to make achangeinthefedera Pell Grant
income-sengtivity formulawhich limitsthe ability of CaiforniaCommunity College stu-
dentsto receive amaximum award in that program. He cited the recommendation on
page 9 of the agendaitem 10 that was proposed for Committee action. He said that
staff had, at the direction of the Commission at the December meeting, sent aletter on
thisissueto dl CdiforniaCongressiona members.

Chair Arkatov reported that he had asked Vice Chair Chandler to extend and invitation
to Congress members M cK eon and Miller to attend the next meeting of the Commis-
son.

A motion was made, seconded, and passed without dissent to adopt the recommenda:
tion language on page 9 of the agendaitem.

Adjournment

Having no further business, Vice Chair Schulze adjourned the meeting at 10:58 am.
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